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SWAN RIVER CROSSINGS PROJECT 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.37 pm]: I want to speak briefly about bridges, local 
government and Main Roads Western Australia. It comes on the back of some debates we have had across our 
communities. It came to a head last night in the City of Fremantle over the new Swan River crossing project, otherwise 
known as the Fremantle Bridge replacement project. It has highlighted a trend that I think needs to be changed. 
A committee of the Fremantle council last night rightfully rejected the proposal put forward by Main Roads for 
the Swan River crossing project. It is another project that is insensitive and will obliterate the heritage of the area, 
a lot of the trees and natural cliffs of the area. The project will look like a freeway design anywhere; it has no sense 
of place. It has been presented without any sense that it has been co-designed with the community. The officers’ 
recommendation to the council was to support it. The council declined to do so. I think that was the right call, as 
much as I like to stay out of local government these days. Council members also expressed their frustration that 
this was not a local government project and it was not something that the City of Fremantle had a final say in; it is 
a project that sits with the state government. Hence, I am speaking about it tonight in this house. 
This is a project in which nothing has been built. I was told in answer to a question I asked earlier this year that 
over $35 million has already been expended. That is pretty extraordinary considering nothing has happened yet. 
That is because it has been around design, going backwards and forwards. When I was mayor, Main Roads spent 
18 months defending an indefensible design of having the bridge to the east of the current bridge, only to finally 
say after 18 months of community pushback that it would move it west. Perhaps that is where some of that $35 million 
has gone. 
Main Roads now wants to spend months and months of community time trying to create a ramp under the old bridge 
and taking Canning Highway, believe it or not, down to the Swan River foreshore. Rightfully, there is a huge amount 
of community outrage because of the impact that would have on the local road network and the like. I received 
a briefing by Main Roads last week and one of the most bizarre bits of it was that it wants to reduce Canning Highway 
and Beach Street from six lanes to two, and run it along the river foreshore. I asked how that was going to work. 
I was told that it was all right, that the traffic numbers that I thought used those roads were actually much lower. 
I said, “The traffic numbers are on your website.” Apparently they are wrong. The traffic numbers on Main Roads’ 
website are not reliable; in fact, according to Main Roads, they are probably out by 50 per cent. I asked Main Roads 
staff what were the numbers, and I was told they did not know. They are redesigning a traffic network on numbers 
that they do not know. 
The heart of the problem I want to highlight is that we have a weird way of driving traffic projects in this state that 
is not in consultation with the community. This is not a Freo-specific thing. At the other end of town, in Midland, 
is the Lloyd Street extension project. The City of Swan said it was not a good project and it needed to change. Many 
months later it was ultimately pressured by Main Roads into supporting the project. I congratulate Minister Saffioti 
who finally did the right thing and said the government would realign the project—again, after Main Roads wasted 
millions of dollars. Surely we can learn from this. There needs to be a process by which the community and 
local governments co-design these projects with Main Roads and the Department of Transport. Putting aside why 
Main Roads is involved in designing urban projects of this kind, it should be a holistic design that is done with the 
departments of planning and transport. For Main Roads, every solution is a bigger road, often even when that is 
not the right solution. We need to get better at this. 
I raise this matter here because we are wasting tens of millions of dollars in projects that are delayed, kicked down 
the road and changed endlessly because they are not done in consultation with the community. We can do it better, 
we can do it smarter and we can get better outcomes. Unfortunately, although the City of Fremantle was not 
supportive of the Main Roads design, it may still get that design because, ultimately, it is not the city’s call. This 
is why we need a much better process that can do these things—a process that will save money, be linked to place, 
have local knowledge and better outcomes, not just the faster moving of cars. I think there are enough people who 
are frustrated with this. I hope somebody is out there listening—I know local governments are not being heard, 
which is why I raised the issue here—and acknowledges that we need to do this better and smarter and in a way that 
makes our city work, because the current process clearly is not working. 
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